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men, but no more came, and when night fell we had
done very little, so I went to Sherif Nasir5 s tent to
get his help. I found him sitting surrounded by
the Sherifian officers, who all looked rather sourly
at me as I saluted and sat down. " I have a com-
plaint, sir," I said to Nasir. " Yes,53 said he, " and
these men have a complaint against you ! " " How
so? " I asked. " They say that you accused them
to their faces of putting in false returns for the
weekly guinea,35 said Nasir. " Nay, nay/5 said I,
" I did no such thing, but if I have offended, I will
make amends. In my country, those who have
erred put on a white sheet, and stand with lighted
candle in the mosque for such time as is needful.
This or any other penance I am prepared to do, if
but the aerodrome be cleared.55 " With us,55 said
Nasir, " he who is in the wrong dashes his head
against a stone.55 " Bring me a stone, then,'5 I
cried, " and I will dash my brains out, so only that
the aerodrome be cleared.55 There was a silence.
Then Nasir shouted at the top of his voice, cc I am
very angry ! 55 I waited in some trepidation.
" Yes,55 he cried,cc I am very angry indeed with you,
Ali Jaudat, and with Tahsin and Jamil. How
could you bring me such a tale ? See that a hundred
men are ready at dawn to clear the ground for the
aeroplanes and I will come myself at noon to see
that all is done.35 And it was so. By evening of
the 2 ist we had cleared a great space, on which
machines could land safely in any wind.
During those two days we had mercifully not been
seen by the Turkish machines, though they had
skimmed again and again quite close by our hiding-
place. I have seen somewhere a picturesque story
that we disposed ourselves about the landscape on